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Dear members of CPathAMM, 

Recognising that in the Asia-Pacific Region, there is no      
national laboratory policy or strategic plan to deliver         
comprehensive and integrated quality laboratory services to all 
who need them, WHO released a document on “Asia-Pacific 
Strategy for Strengthening Health Laboratory Services 
(2010-2015)”. The objective is to help member states in     
providing comprehensive laboratory services to contribute to 
improved health outcomes in the Asia Pacific Region. The key 
strategic elements recommended include: 

• Establish a coherent national framework for laboratory   
services 

• Finance laboratory services in a sustainable manner 

• Building capacity for laboratory services 

• Assure the quality of laboratory services 

• Promote the rational use of laboratory services 

• Maintain safe laboratory service 

• Support research and ethics in laboratory services 
 

These issues are most relevant to CPathAMM. It is perhaps 
timely for us to reflect how we could contribute to these    
strategic elements in our effort to continue improvement of 
our health laboratory services. More than half of these      
laboratories in Malaysia are operating in a private setting or 
within the university hospitals. It is imperative that if the   
Ministry of Health of Malaysia is to engage in a national effort 
towards these ends, private and university operators should be 
included in the deliberation. This would also be an             
opportunity for CPathAMM to contribute to this important 
development as we have Fellows and Members in the public 
and private institutions. 
 

CPathAMM is committed to assure the quality of laboratory 
services. Our involvement in drafting the Private Pathology 
Bill, establishment of LABQAS and introduction of ISO15189 
medical laboratory accreditation in Malaysia, bears witness to 
this commitment. The current Council of CPathAMM has 
formulated an action plan to establish an external quality    
assurance scheme, once it has received approval by the      
Annual General Meeting this June. 
 

The current Council also concentrated its effort in additional 
five areas to promote the objectives of the College: 

CPathAMM continues to promote membership of the  
Academy of Medicine, and thus membership of CPathAMM 
among the pathologists. Publication in scientific journals as an 
entry requirement has been removed recently. We hope more 
pathologists would join us in the future. 

We have not been successful in establishing a sustainable 
website to connect with our members. Members are informed 
via the traditional ways through the snail mail and newsletters, 
which are released once in six months. The newsletter        
Editorial Assistant is Ms Teoh Hoon Koon from PPUKM-
MAKNA Cancer Centre. 

CPathAMM recognises that many potential laboratories for 
ISO15189 accreditation have expressed interest in and 
wanted to know more about the scheme. CPathAMM is   
grateful that Datuk Halimah and Dr Rashida Hassan have 
agreed to organise training courses about the scheme. 

CPathAMM established specialty committees to promote  
continuing professional development programmes for its 
members. An education fund is available to support members 
attending national or international conferences. Preference is 
naturally given to members who would present a paper during 
the conference. CPathAMM co-sponsors with the Academy of 
Sciences of Malaysia, the prestigious InterAcademy Medical 
Panel (IAMP) Scientific Meeting and General Assembly, which 
will be held on 9-11 June 2010 in Kuala Lumpur, with “Global 
Collaboration and Local Health Action” as the theme and  
Professor Dr Looi Lai Meng as the chairperson of the        
Organising Committee. The IAMP currently have 67 member 
academies worldwide.  

Fellows and Members continue to play an important role in 
the postgraduate training schemes in Malaysia. Professor 
Dr Looi Lai Meng and Assoc. Prof. Datin Dr Noor Hamidah 
Hussin represent CPathAMM in the Interuniversity Joint 
Committee for the Master of Pathology Programmes. Trainees 
can also enroll in the Fellowship Programme of the Royal  
College of Pathologists of Australasia. The pathology        
laboratories in  University Malaya Medical Centre (anatomical 
pathology and haematology) and UKM Medical Centre 
(haematology) are accredited for training purpose. Potential 
applicants who could not enter the local Master of Pathology 
Programmes could get themselves attached to the above   
laboratories to obtain the FRCPA qualification. More         
laboratories will be accredited in the future. Dato’ Norain, the 
chief pathologist in the Ministry of Health of Malaysia,       
supports this alternative route of training to be a pathologist as 
the places for Master of Pathology are limited. 
 

Finally, we look forward to your presence at the 9th Annual 
Scientific Meeting to be held in the Faculty of Medicine and 
Health Sciences, Universiti Putra Malaysia, Serdang, Selangor. 

    

Emeritus Professor SK CheongEmeritus Professor SK CheongEmeritus Professor SK CheongEmeritus Professor SK Cheong    
                President. President. President. President.     

6th June 2010. 
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Inside This Issue: 

Dinner Symposium: Cell-based Anti-cancer Treatment 

The College of Pathologists, with 
the support of HITV Laboratory, 
recently hosted Dr Kenichiro 
Hasumi. Dr Hasumi is a Professor  
at the Thomas Jefferson School of 
Medicine and Chairman of the 
Hasumi International Research 
Foundation (HIRF).  
 

HIRF is dedicated to conducting 
and supporting scientific research 
with the aim of developing a cure 
for various cancers using                 
immunotherapy.  
 

In conjunction with his visit, a dinner 
symposium was organised on the 
9th June 2010 at Nikko Hotel, 

Kuala Lumpur with the theme “Cell-
based Anti-cancer Treatment”.   
The evening started with a brief             
introduction on Dr Hasumi by the 
Chairman of the symposium,     
Professor Emeritus Dr Cheong Soon 
Keng. This was followed by Dr 
Hasumi’s lecture entitled “Emerging 
Active Immunotherapy Using      
Immature Dendritic Cells In      
Combination with Radiotherapy for 
Metastatic Cancer”. 
 

In his lecture, Dr Hasumi shared 
with the audience the success of  
his direct intratumoral injection of          
immature dendritic cells (iDC)    
protocol when combined with     
conventional therapies. The clinical 

responses observed in some of   
the cancer patients suggested         
potential effectiveness of         
combining radiotherapy, iDC    
and activated T cells into a potent 
treatment protocol to treat        
patients with advanced cancer.    
Dr Hasumi concluded his lecture 
after answering a few questions 
from the audience.  
 

The symposium was officially 
ended following a buffet dinner. 
With Dr Hasumi’s vast experience 
in the field of cancer                 
immunotherapy and terminal care, 
his lecture that evening              
undoubtedly benefitted and     
inspired all those in attendance. 
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Meetings & Seminars  

DATE EVENT VENUE 

17th Mac 2010 Paediatric Brain Tumour Workshop 2010 Faculty of Medicine, University of  

Malaya 

4th May 2010 Seminar on Renal Transplantation University Malaya Medical Centre 

9th June 2010 Dinner Symposium: Cell-based Anti-cancer Treatment - 

Emerging Active Immunotherapy Using Immature      

Dendritic Cells In Combination with Radiotherapy for 

Metastatic Cancer 

Nikko Hotel, Kuala Lumpur 



June 2010 Issue 

N e ws  &  E v e n t s  

Page 3 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n sC o n g r a t u l a t i o n sC o n g r a t u l a t i o n sC o n g r a t u l a t i o n s     
    

• Professor Dr Looi Lai Meng, was elected as  

Distinguished Fellow of the Royal College of 

Pathologists of Australasia. 
 

 

• Assoc. Prof. Datin Dr Noor Hamidah Hussin &          

associates won the Best Poster Award 

(Laboratory Category) at the inaugural ASEAN 

Federation of Haematology Scientific Meeting, 

Kuala Lumpur, 22-24 April 2010. 

N e w  M e m b e r sN e w  M e m b e r sN e w  M e m b e r sN e w  M e m b e r s     
    

The College extends a warm welcome to 

the following: 
 

• Dr Azlin Ithnin 

• Dr Nurasyikin Yusof 

• Dr Nik Faizah Nik Hussein 

• Dr Noraini Mohd Dusa 

• Dr Razmin Ghazali 

Pathology News 

RCPA and SE Asia 

• The RCPA Council had removed the   
requirement for trainees and overseas 
trained specialists to pay retrospective 
fees for exemption from RCPA          
examinations.  

• A sliding scale of fees for training and 
examinations related to individual   
trainees’ incomes to allow for the      
discrepancies in different regions.  

• This means trainees or trained            
specialists from Malaysia will pay a 
lower fees for examination.  

• Malaysian pathologists wishing to gain 
an international postgraduate          
fellowship are encouraged to enroll in 
the RCPA training and examination   
programme.  

1st AMM-AMS-HKAM                 

Tripartite Congress 

“Benefits & Risks of Recent     

Medical Advances” 
 

Date: 12-14 Nov 2010 

Venue: Hong Kong Academy of Medicine, 

Jockey Club Building, Hong Kong 

Email: tripartite@hkam.org.hk 

 

Poster abstract submission deadline:      

31 July 2010 

 

For more info: www.tripartitecongress.org 
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Featured Article: Mystery of  fragile stem cells solved; New findings to speed 

research on potential therapies   

ScienceDaily (May 10, 2010) — Scientists 

at The Scripps Research Institute have 

solved the decade-old mystery of why  

human embryonic stem cells are so difficult 

to culture in the laboratory, providing    

scientists with useful new techniques and 

moving the field closer to the day when 

they can be used for therapeutic purposes. 

The research is published in the journal  

Proceedings of the National Academy of 

Sciences (PNAS) during the week of April 

12, 2010. "This paper addresses a long-

standing mystery," said Scripps Research 

Associate Professor Sheng Ding, who is 

senior author of the paper. "Scientists have 

been puzzled by why human embryonic 

stem cells die at a critical step in the culture 

process. In addition to posing a question in 

fundamental biology, this created a huge 

technical challenge in the lab." 

The new paper provides elegant solutions 

to both aspects of this problem. The team 

discovered two novel synthetic small    

molecule drugs that can be added to    

human stem cell culture that individually 

prevent the death of these cells. The team 

also unravels the mechanisms by which the 

compounds promote stem cell survival, 

shedding light on a previously unknown 

aspect of stem cell biology. 

Notorious Fragility 

The hope of most researchers in the field is 

that one day it will be possible to use stem 

cells -- which possess the ability to develop 

into many other distinct cell types, such as 

nerve, heart, or lung cells - to repair    

damaged tissue from any number of     

diseases, from Type 1 diabetes to       

Parkinson's disease, as well as from injuries. 

Laboratory work with human embryonic 

stem cells, however, has been hampered by 

their notorious fragility. In the process of 

growing stem cells in culture, scientists must 

split off cells from their cell colonies. At this 

point, however, human embryonic stem cells 

die unless extraordinary care is taken. 

"The current techniques to keep these cells 

alive are tedious and labor-intensive," said 

Ding. "Keeping the cells alive is so difficult 

that some people are discouraged from 

entering the field. It is very frustrating   

experience for everyone." 

Mysteriously, mouse embryonic stem cells - 

which share much basic biology with human 

embryonic stem cells - do not pose the 

same difficulties in the laboratory. They can 

usually be split off from a colony and go 

on to survive and thrive. To address these 

issues, the scientists decided to start with a 

screen of a library of chemical compounds 

to find any small molecules that could be 

added to the human embryonic stem cell 

culture that would promote survival. 

When the scientists examined their results, 

they were elated to find two novel       

compounds (named Thiazovivin and    

Pyrintegrin) that both worked to           

dramatically protect the cells, promoting 

human embryonic stem cell survival by  

more than 30 fold. "Basically, this solved 

this cell   survival  problem that has been 

plaguing scientists for more than 10 years," 

said Ding. 

The Importance of Interaction 

But the scientists didn't stop there. Next, 

using the two new survival-promoting small 

molecules as clues, they set out to         

understand the biological mechanism    

behind the cells' survival or demise. By      

examining cell growth in the presence and 

absence of the compounds, the team found 

that the key factor was a protein on the cell 

surface called E-cadherin, which mediates 

interactions among cells and between cells 

and the extracellular matrix (a structure 

present between a variety of animal cells 

that provides support and anchorage for 

cells and regulates intercellular             

communication). 

"While in the past people have often 

talked about the proteins in cell nucleus as 

regulating stem cell function, our study puts 

the focus on a different area," said Ding.    

"E-cadherin is a protein on the cell surface 

that is very important to cell survival and 

cell growth." 

The team found that when human           

embryonic stem cells are cut out from the 

colony, this key protein is disrupted and 

then internalized within the cell. Without     

E-cadherin on the cell surface, cell signaling 

between the cells and their environment is 

disrupted and the cells quickly die. Both 

chemical compounds identified by the 

study, however, protected E-cadherin from 

damage. 

In further experiments, the scientists found 

that the key difference between human and 

mouse embryonic stem cells lay not only 

within the cells themselves, but also in and 

controlled by their microenvironment - the 

surrounding cells, signaling factors, and 

extracellular matrix. The scientists were 

able to transfer human embryonic stem cells 

into a mouse embryonic stem cell           

microenvironment. There, the scientists 

found, human cells were more likely to   

survive, even without the survival-promoting 

compounds. 

Moreover, when the scientists chemically 

induced human embryonic stem cells back 

to an earlier stage of development - which 

had an extracellular environment similar to 

mouse embryonic stem cells conventionally 

used in the laboratory - there were also no 

longer problems growing them in culture. 

"This validated our mechanistic              

investigations from a different angle," said 

Ding, "showing that we had dissected out a 

very core regulatory mechanism." Ding 

expects that the methods discussed in the 

new study will soon be widely adopted by 

stem cell laboratories around the world. 

 

Article obtained from: Scripps Research Institute 

(2010, May 10). New Findings to Speed Research on 

Potential Therapies. ScienceDaily. Retrieved May 12, 

2010. From http://www.sciencedaily.com/

releases/2010/04/100412170339.htm 
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